
Discipleship Modules: The Wilderness Dilemma

PART 8 - JOHN THE BAPTIST IS A TYPE OF WILDERNESS

As we looked at in previous resources where Jesus and Disciples of Jesus are a type of wilderness, so is 
John the Baptist. 

John was of the Levitical priestly line and was considered the greatest of all of the Old Testament 
prophets and yet he was not found in the temple, like all the other priests. He could be found in the 
wilderness, proclaiming the Word of the Lord. 

Matthew 3:1-3 Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet 
when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His 
paths straight!’”

What is a priest of the Levitical line doing out in the wilderness when he should be in the temple 
preparing the sacrifices unto the Lord? He is preparing sacrifices unto the Lord alright, but not like those 
of the temple. His preparation is in the preaching of the Word about the One who is coming to cleanse 
the world of all its sin.

Everything about John was foreign to the normality of the priests who prepared the temple sacrifices and 
offerings. His choice of clothing, a garment made of camel’s hair, and his choice of diet, honey and wild 
locusts, reflects to us the wilderness. 

Matthew 3:4 Now John himself had a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist; and 
his food was locusts and wild honey.

John was also filled with the Holy Spirit while being in his mother’s womb before his birth and he would 
be a forerunner before Christ’s return, running in the spirit and power of Elijah. 

Luke 1:15-17 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the sons of Israel 
back to the Lord their God. It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the 
righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

This I suggest to us is more evidence of John being a type of wilderness as opposed to being a type of 
temple or palace priest. Jesus, Disciples of Jesus and John the Baptist, are all types of the same kind - the 
Wilderness. 
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QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever considered John the Baptist to be a type of wilderness and why?

2. John’s bloodline was of the Levitical priesthood, but how does this differ from being a priest of the 
spirit?

3. What are some of the key differences between priests of the temple and priests of the wilderness?

4. What kind of priest would you consider yourself to be, knowing we are called and chosen to be a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession?

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light.


